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LATE    NEWS  j 

Argentina  and  Spain  on  October  30  signed  a  trade  agreement  providing 
for  purchase  of  a  number  of  agricultural  commodities .     In  1Q*47  provided 
the  exportable  wheat  surplus  does  not  fall  "below        million  "bushels,  Ar- 
gentina is  to  provide  Spain  with  at  least  1*4.7  million  "bushels  of  wheat 
and  11  million  bushels  in  19*48.    Should  , the  exportable  surolus  not  reach 
such  a  figure,  Argentina  promises  to  sell  Spain  at  least  15  oercent  of  the 
exportable  surplus  in  19*47  and  12  percent  in  19*48. 

Providing  the  exportable  surplus  of  corn  does  not  drop  below  20  mil- 
lion bushels,  sales  to  Spain  in  19*47  are  to  be  H.J  million  bushels  and  3*7 
million  bushels  in  19*48,  and  if  the  exportable  surolus  drops  below  this 
figure,  the  sale  will  be  2*4  percent  in  19*47  and  20  percent  in  19*48.  Spain 
also  would  get  8,000  tons  of  cooking  oil  and  lo,000  tons  of  oilseed  cakes. 
In  turn,  Spain  would  furnish  Argentina  for. the  period  January  19*47  to 
December  1951  with  2,000  tons  of  olives  and  15  percent  of  the  exportable 
surplus  olive  oil. 

An  Italian  mission  to  Argentina-is  reported  to  ha^-e  left  Home  recently 
to  investigate  purchase  of  the  following  commodities;     '"heat,  corn,  oil- 
. seeds,  meat,  and  possibly  other  foodstuffs,    Efforts  will  be  made  to  obtain 
some  wheat  supplies,  as  much  as  55  million  bushels  annually  for  3  years, 
the  head  of  the  mission  stated. 

■  The  Greek  Government  has  authorized  free  movement  of  grain  throughout 
the  country,  as  the  grain  collection  program  has  been  completed  v/ith  the 
exception,  of  compulsory  deliverj^Pf  about  29  5 » 000  bushels  remaining  with 
owners  of  large  estates  and  threshing  outfits. 

The  "ewf oundland  Government  has  announced  the  following  tariff  and 
excise  reductions  effective  November  9:     Canned  evaporated  milk  from  2-1 / 2 
cents  per  pound  to  duty  free;  granulated  sugar  from  ^— l/U  cents  to  3  cents 
per  pound;  tea  from  lh  cents  full  rate  and  intermediate  rate    and  10  cents 
preferential  rate  to  9  cents  full  and  intermediate  rates  and  5  cents  pre- 
ferential rate  per  pound'.     The  excise  tax  of  SU.<40  per  hundred  pounds  on 
butterine  was  abolished. 

Brazil  and  Hungary  have  opened  commercial  negotiations  for  the  ex- 
change of  products  valued  at  between  two  and  three  million  dollars  S. 
currency,  according  to  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  press.  Although  no  mention  is 
made  of  Hungarian  products  to  be  shipped  to  Brazil*  the  report  indicates 
that  Hungary  wants  to  obtain  hides  and  skins,  rice,  cocoa,  and  coffee  in 
Brazil . 
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WORLD  RICE  CROP  LARGER  THAN  LAST  YEAR'S 

In  a  preliminary  forecast  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Re- 
lations, world  rice  production  for  19^6- V7  l/  is  placed  at  6/900  million 
bushels,  compared  with  6,3'JO  million  in  1945-^6  and  7,400  million  before 
the  war  (1935-36  to  1939-^0).    Despite  the  increase  of  almost  10  percent 
over  last  season's  crop,  the  estimated  production  is  5°0  million  bushels 
(13,503  million  pounds  milled)  less  than  the  prewar  level.    Asia's  pro- 
duction shows  the  largest  gain  this  year,  but  acreage  and  yields  in  the 
prewar  surplus  countries  of  that  Continent  have  made  little  recovery  from 
ttie  sharp  reduction  that  occurred  during  the  war.     In  Europe,  where  weather 
generally  has  favored  production,  acreages  were  substantially  larger  than 
last  year's.    Although  the  Western  Hemisphere's  output  ie  expected  to  con- 
tinue at  its  high  wartime  level,  it  may  not  approach  the  bumper  crops  of 
last  year.     In  North  America,  the  harvest  is  nearly  as  largo  as  the  record 
production  of  19^5-^6. 

The  quantity  of  rice  available  for  world  trade  during  19^-7  is  ex- 
pected to  continue  at  the  extremely  low  level  of  19^6,  when  exportable 
supplies  were  e.     uated  at  only  25  percent  of  prewar  average  exports. 
While  the  average  1935-39  world  trade  amounted  to  8.6  million  short  tons 
(milled),  exports  for  I9U6  are  estimated  at  about  2.2  million  tons.  The 
total  export  supplies  in  19^+7  from  the  small  crops  and  reduced  stocks 
in  Asia's  surplus  countries,  together  with  surpluses  from  other  parts  of 
the  world,  are  not  likely  to  exceed  that  amount.  2/ 

The  rice  area  of  the  Far  East  ie  expected  to  be  about  h  million  acres 
larger  than  in  19^5-^-6,  a  recovery  of  about  one- third  of  the  acreages  which 
were  abandoned  during  the  war.    Production  in  the  15  Provinces  formerly  Known 
as  Free  China  increased  about  10  percent  above  last  year's.    Although  no 
official  report  has  yet  been  received,  India's  acreage  is  indicated  to  be 
larger  than  in  last  year,  and  about  13  percent,  or  10  million  acres  above 
prewar.    Weather  so  far  has  been  favorable  for  crops,  but  labor  shortages 
are  reported  to  have  hampered  production  in  some  localities.    Ceylon's  out- 
turn is  expected  to  be  eomewhat  larger  than  the  ljk^>-h6  crop,  which  was  re- 
duced by  drought . 

In  Japan,  good  weather  during  the  season  offset  to  a  large  extent 
the  shortages  of  commercial  fertilizers  at  planting  time.    The  crop,  re- 
ported as  one  of  the  best  in  years,  is  equal  to  around  7-  percent  of 
Japan's  prewar  utilization.    Although  forecast  at  15  percent  larger  than 
last  year's,  Philippine  output  is  only  80  percent  of  prewar  and  Is  consid- 
erably short  of  domestic  needs.    A  substantial  portion  of  Korea's  rice 
acreage  was  destroyed  by  June  floods,  but  some  of  this  was  replanted,  and 
weather  conditions  since  have  favored  good  yields.     Formosa's  crop  is  35 
percent  larger  than  last  year's  very  small  harvest,  but  only  62  percent  of 
prewar.    No  export  surplus  is  expected  to  be  available  from  either  Korea's 
or  Formosa's  19^6-^7  crops. 

1/  The  Northern  Hemisphere  harvests  in  19^6  are  combined  with  the  19^7 
production  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere  countries.     2/  See  igk6  report  on  rice 
production  and  trade  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 
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In  Burma,  Siam,  and  French  Indochina,  countries  in  Asia's  prewar 
surplus  region,  acreages  showed  a  slow  recovery  from  the  marked  reduction 
suffered  during  the  war.    The  largest  increase  is  in  Burma,  where  the 
goal  of  8,500,000  acres  is  about  a  25-percent  increase  above  last  year. 
Weather  in  that  country  generally  has  been  favorable  for  production,  and 
some  surplus  is  expected  to  be  available  from  this  crop  for  export.  In 
Slam,  adverse  weather  prevented  the  intended  acreage  from  being  planted 
and  also  reduced  yields  substantially  below  average.    Production,  therefore, 
may  be  about  50  percent  of  prewar,  or  about  the  same  as  in  last  year.  Po- 
liticial  disturbances  prevented  any  material  gain  in  French  Indochina's 
acreage  over  the  reduced  plantings  last  season  as  a  result  of  the  war,  so 
that  the  crop  may  be  from  70  to  80  percent  of  prewar. 

Some  progress  was  made  in  Europe  toward  restoration  of  prewar  rice 
acreages.     Total  production  is  estimated  at  about  30  percent,  or  10  million 
bushels,  larger  than  in  19^-5 ,  but  about  15  percent  less  than  the  prewar 
level.     Italy's  acreages  increased  from  2^0,000  to  305,000  acres  in  l$k6t 
or  about  70  percent  of  prewar.    Some  fertilizers  were  obtained  for  appli- 
cation on  this  year's  crop,  and  weather  has  been  favorable,  so  that  yeilds 
are  expected  to  improve  over  last  year's.     Spain's  acreage  was  about  aver- 
age, and  its  yields  per  acre  should  show  some  increase.     Portugals's  l$hb 
acreage  and  yields  are  larger  than  those  of  a  year  ago. 

Production  in  the  exporting  countries  of  Africa  is  less  than  in  last 
year.    Egypt's  acreage  was  reduced,  along  with  other  crops,   in  favor  of 
cotton.    Weather  has  been  favorable,  however,  and  the  harvest  may  almost  be 
up  to  last  year's  near-record  crop.     Labor  shortages  are  affecting  Mada* 
gascar's  production,  and  the  crop  is  forecast  below  last  season's. 

In  North  America,  the  acreage  of  the  United  States  was  Increased,  but 
the  production  forecast  is  slightly  less  than  in  19^5,  owing  to  unfavorable 
weather  early  in  the  season.     During  the  planting  season,  Mexico's  acreage 
was  believed  to  be  larger  rhan  in  19^-5,  and  weather  so  far  has  been  fa- 
vorable.    The  wartime  expanded  acreages  of  most  North  American  countries 
were  maintained. 

The  acreage  in  South  America,  which  is  now  being  planted  in  several 
countr'es,  may  not.  be  as  large  as  the  record  area  of  19^5-^6.     In  Rio  Grande 
do  Sul,  Brazil's  rice -exporting  State,  the  area  is  expected  to  be  as  large 
as  in  19^5-U6,  but  that  in  other  States  may  show  some  decline  below  recent 
expanded  acreages.     Rice  acreage  in  Ecuador  is  expected  to  increase  again 
in  19^7.     British  Guiana's  acreage  may  be  slightly  larger,  but  Chile's  is 
less  than  in  last  year. 

"This  is  one  of  a  scries  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
prospects  approved  by  the  Office  of  ""Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics.     For  ths  report  the  Com- 
mittee was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman,  C.  M.  Purves,  Fred  J. 
Rossiter,  L.  Thelma  Willahan,  and  William  H.  C,anmings. 


November  18,  19^6 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


I    COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


FATS  AND  OILS 

PHILIPPINE  COPRA  EXPORTS 
CONTINUE  AT  HIGH  LEVEL 

Philippine  copra  exports  for  October  estimated  at  132,500  short  tons 
are  the  largest  for  any  month  reported  this  year.     The  highest  figure  for 
any  preceding  month  wasj[4,76b  short  tons  exported  in  September.  Ship- 
ments from  January  throxigh  September  19^6  totaled  3^-2, rj60  short  tons,  and 
total  shipments  for  the  calendar  year  19^6  are  expected  to  exceed  greatly 
the  earlier  estimate  of  500,000  tons. 

Of  the  October  shipments  approximately  56,000  tons  -were  consigned  to 
United  States  ports.     The  remainder  vas  shipped  to  European  countries. 
(For  details  of  prev,ous  monthly  shipments  see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
August  19,  19U6,:  page  25k.)  [ 

CANADA  ADVANCES 
SOYBEAN  PRICES 

The  minimum  price  for  No.  1  and  No.  2  Canada  grade  soybeans  was  ad- 
vanced from  $2.15  to  $2.h0  per  bushel,  effective  November  U,19^6.  Increases 
on  other  grades  are  also  25  cents  per  bushel  with  the  new  prices  ranging 
from  $2.12  to  $2.37  depending  upon  the  moisture  content.     These  prices  ap- 
ply to  soybeans  in  bulk  at  Halifax,  Quebec,  Montreal,  Toronto,  Winnipeg, 
Lethbr:>dge,  or  Vancouver.    Deliveries  elsewhere  are  at  the  maximum  prices 
less  the  normal  cost  of  transporting  soybeans  in-  carload  lots  from  such  point 
to  the  nearest  named  city.    An  additional  10  cents  per  bushel  is  added  to 
sales  in  new  bags  and  8  cents  when  beans  are  packed  in  used  bags. 

Canada's  19^6  soybean  production,  estimated  at  1,063, 000  bushels  from 
54,500  acres,  is  a  record  crop  for  that  country,  exceeding  the  19^5  output 
by  more  than  200,000  bushels. 

TOBACCO 

U.  S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
MUCH  ABOVE  19^5  LEVEL 

Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  from  the  United  States  during  the 
January  to  September  19^6  period,  totaled  Kr?k  million  pounds  (declared 
weight),  with  a  valuation  of  $236,703 ,000 .     Tius  compares  with  exports  during 
a  similar  period  in  19^-5  of  379  million  pounds,  valued  at  $190,113,000. 


\ 


319 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  53,  No.  21 


Flue-cured  leaf,  which  amounted  to  about  360  million  pounds,  made  up  79 
percent  of  exports  during  the  194~6  period.    Bur ley  exports,  running  at  re- 
cord levels,  totaled  nearly  27  million  pounds  for  the  first  9  months  of 
this  year,  or  about  four  times  those  during  the  corresponding  period  of 
19^-5.    Fire-cured  exports,  however,  amounted  to  only  31  million  pounds,  or 
little  more  than  one -half  the  55  million  pounds  shipped  from  this  country 
in  the  first  9  months  of  last  year. 


UNITED  STATES:    Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  declared  weight. 

January -September  1946  a/ 



: January - 

:  April- 

1 

!  oep- 

.    ivld.X  Oil 

!  July 

>  August 

Lie.aiuer 

.     J>J  UlOIaOl'o 

•    1  ODD 
.    X , www 

,     -L  ,  W WW 

,  _L,WWW 

; pounds 

:  pounds 

:  rounds 

;  pounas 

:  pounds 

;  pounds 

fr  "1 1 ,  ^  -  cm  rp  d 

•  128  ^68 

144  424 

30  6-> 6 

■      J  w  ^  w  ^  \J 

4?  585 

? 60  4?7 

Kentucky -Tennessee 

fire -cured   

2A75 

13,405 

.6,978 

:•  922 

:  1,230 

:  25,010 

Virginia  fire  cured. 

2,897 

:  490 

1,066 

:  404 

:  5,789 

Bur  ley  

1,604 

13  739' 

.  6,492 

2.5Q2 

2,135 

26,p62 

Maryland   

:  1,017- 

1,664; 

1,096 

734 

290 

M51. 

One -Sucker   

:  223: 

325 : 

2,528  ! 

90 

162 

3,323 

:  954« 

647: 

37k 

63  : 

217: 

2,255 

942: 

2,049 : 

553  : 

717  : 

609' 

k,870 

Cigar  

•  1,806; 

1,211; 

188  • 

397  : 

226: 

3,828 

Peri que  

11: 

15  : 

0 

9: 

109 

S  terns ,  trimmi  ng  s 

and  scran   

\  4,936^ 

2.999^ 

4,941  : 

2,273'. 

1,495: 

16,649 

Total  

:  143,468: 

1«3>34: 

3o,b%  : 

39,565: 

50,362: 

453,c78 

Value (1,000  dollars) 

:  76,633: 

95,077= 

14,237  : 

20,079: 

29,777: 

236,703 

R  cords  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
a/  Preliminary 


Flue -cured  leaf  was  destined  to  some  55  countries  and  dependencies 
during  the  first  9  months  of  1946.     The  United  Kingdom  continued  as  the 
principal  market  for  this  class  of  tobacco,  taking  251  million  pounds,  or 
70  percent  of  the  total,  and  other  principal . customers  for  flue-cured  were 
China,  with  25.2  million  pounds  and  Australia,  15.8  million.    Belgium  took 
9.5  million  pounds,  the  Netherlands  7.2  million,  and  Eire  7.1  million  pounds. 
Total  exports  of  flue -cured  to  all  countries  were  about  18  percent  largeT 
than  for  a  similar  period  a  year  ago. 

Exports  of  Bur ley  leaf  during  the  first  9  months  of  this  year  went  to 
37  countries  and  dependencies.     The  sharp  increase  in  exports,  nearly 
three  times  the  prewar  (1935-39)  annual  average,  is  largely  accounted  for 
by  substantial  French  purchases,  which  totaled  10.5  million  pounds.  Other 
chief  customers  for  Bur ley  were  Portugal  with  5-7  million  and  Belgium  with 
2.9  million.     Norway,  Denmark,  and  Mexico  also  took  considerable  quantities. 
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Fire-cured  exports  totaled  nearly  31  million  pounds,  of  which  25  mil- 
lion consisted  of  Kentucky -Tennessee- and  about  6  million  dark  Virginia. 
Exports  or  Kentucky -Tennessee  leaf  were  destined  principally  to  France, 
which  took- 11, 3  million  pounds>  and  to  Belgium,  Switzerland,  and  the  Nether- 
lands.   Exports. of  Virginia  fire-cured  were  chiefly  to  Sweden,  Switzerland, 
. and  Ncrwaf.  ■ 

Maryland '  exports'  were  shipped  largely  to  SW^&gjKifflS&j  which  took  ka2 
million  pounds  of  the  total  of  4,9  million:.  '  Exports  of  One  Sucker  and  Green 
Piver  were  chiefly  to -France,  West  Africa,  and  Belgium.    The  principal  mar- 
k.  ts  for  B-ack  F-t  voro  Nigeria,  the  Geld  Coast,  and  French  West  Africa. 
;Cigar  leaf  was  shipped  largely  to  Belgium,  Denmark,-  Switzerland,  and  the 
United  Kingdom.    Exports  of  stems,  trimmings,  and  scrap,  totaled  17  million 
pounds  during  the  first  9  months  of  this  year,  of  which  China  was  the  mar- 
ket for  the  "bulk  of  the  shipments. 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FETES  l/ 

AUSTRALIA  PLANS 
WHEAT  EXPANSION 

The  Commonwealth  Government  of ' Australia,  in  agreement  with  the  State 
Governments,  plans  to  encourage  seeding  of  as  much  wheat  as  possible  in 
I9V7.     An  early  announcement  clears  the  way  for  expansion,  the  only  re- 
striction Toeing  that  no  licenses  will  "be  granted  for  seeding  on  land  con- 
sidered unsuitable  for  wheat.. 

Seeding  restrictions  were  removed  in  19^5  following  the  small  V^hh  crop 
and  acreage  showed  an  increase  of  about  30  percent  over  the  "area.  The 

Australian  Wheat  Stabilization  Schema,  limiting  acreage,  went  into  effect 
in  19^1.    The  reduction  that  year  was  small,  but  the  acreage  in  i<jk2  showed 
more  effect  of  the  Scheme,  with  the  licensed  acreage  15  percent  less  than 
in  19^1  and  actual  seudings  about  25  percent  less. 

The  Government  hopes  to  increase  wheat  production  to  about  200  million 
bushels  per  year,  compared  with  ikk  million  bushels  in  V_hh  and  the  prewar 
average  of  170  million  bushels. 

The  outlook  for  the  ly46  crop  has  declined'  as  the  season  advanced, 
maialy  as  the  result  of  drought  damage  in  Ne&r  South  >/^les  and  Queensland. 
No  offifcial  forecasts  of  the  crag  are  available,  but  trade  estimates  now 
place  the  outturn  at  from  120  to  130  million  bushels,  compared  with  earlier 
forecasts  of  around  160  million  bushels.  • 

Reports  indicate  that  grasshoppers  arc  numerous  and  may  cause  addi- 
tional damage  to  the  crop  in.  some  areas*    Tehje..g£e|$ssJ;  dacgar.  .is..*.'^Lt  to 
be  in  drought-stricken  New  South  vaJ.es, • and  in  South  Australia,  when;  pros- 
pects are  otherwise  good.  , 

1/  This  section  is  continued  on  page  325. 
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FRUITS,  VEGETABLES    AND  NUTS 

U.  K,  RESUMES  PRIVATE 
TRADE  IN  FRESH  FRUITS - 

Effective  November  1  and  continuing  through  19^7  >  the 'purchase  and 
importation  "by  the  private  trade  '  of  fresh  fruits  other  than  apples,  oranges, 
(except  tangerine  type),  lemons,  grapefruit,  and  bananas  into  the  United 
Kingdom  has  been  announced  by  the  British  "Ministry  of  Food.    The  Ministry 
continues  to  be  the  sole  buyer  and  importer  of  the  five  fruits  n&med  above. 

No  quantitative  restrictions  on  imports  of  the  commodities  freed  for 
private 'trading  were  announced/ except  in  the  case  of  graphs/- the-' -free  im- 
portation of  which  is  permitted  from  the  Netherlands,  France,.  French  Morocco, 
Algeria,  Tunisia,  Greece,  and  Italy.    From  other  sources  grapes  are  subject 
to  import  licenses  for  limited  'quantities.    The  British  importer  must  obtain 
the  necessary  license;  and,  to  date,  it  appears  that  no  licenses  have  been 
granted  for  shipments  from  the  United  States. 

Prewar  (1935-39)  average  exports  of  pears  to  Britain  from  the  United 
States  totaled  about  1-l/U  million  boxes -and  of  grapes  7,180  short  tons. 

BRITAIN  BUYS  CITRUS 
FRUIT  FROM  PALESTINE 

The  exportation  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  6.5  million  cases,  70  pounds 
each,  of  citrus  fruit  from  the  VjhG-k^  crop  in  Palestine  is  expected  to 
follow  an  agreement  between  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  and  th3  Citrus 
Marketing  Board  of  Palestine.     This  quantity  represents  250  percent  of  the 
19^-5;-^6  sales  to  Britain,    Shipment  is  t;.  be  completed  by  mid-February  19^-7* 
An  additional  quantity  of  one-fourth  million  cases  is  contracted  for  ship- 
ment to  Eire  and  1.5  million  cases  are  expected  to  move  to  other  European 
countries. 

The  current  citrus  crop  in  Palestine  is  expected  to  total  about  10-, 3 
million  cases,  divided  as  follows: 

1,000  cases 
Shamouti  (Jaffa)  oranges  7 ,  500 

Valencia  oranges  1,250 
Grapefruit  1,100 
Lemons  .  hhO 

Palestine's  principal  citrus  plantations  have  been  fairly  well  main- 
tained, according  to  a  report  l/  prepared  in  January  19^6  for  the  information 
of  the  Anglo-American. Committee;  of  Inquiry,    Of  the  present  total  citrus 
area  of  some  65,700  acres,  only  about  3,700  acres  are  reported  to  be  in  an 
abandoned  or  neglected  condition,  despite  the  fact  that  the  export  market 
was  practically  lost  during  the  war  and  fertilizers  were  almost  unavailable* 
V/ith  better  supplies  of  the  essential  chemicals,  labor,  and  other  orchard 
supplies,   increased  production  can  >>e  expected. 

1/"a  Survey  of  Palestine;.     Volume  I,  pp  336-3^2,  April  l$k69     Printed  by 
The  Government  Printer, "Palestine. 
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Exports,  which  totaled  15.3  million  cases  in  1933-39,  dropped  to  7.5 
million  in  1939-40,  and  were  less  than  1  million  cases  annually  during 
191+0-43  when  they  were  limited  to  supplying  the  military  and  civilian  re- 
quirements in  the  Middle  East.    Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  resumed 
in  19^3-41+,    The  British,  in  19^5-^6,  purchased  2.5  million  of  the  total 
exports  Of  around  5.6  million  cases. 

Approximately  1  million  cases  of  Palestine  citrus  have  "been  utilized 
annually  by  the  citrus-products  industry  during' the  past  few  seasons.  In 
l^k-k),  880  short  tons  of  non-sterile  orange  Juice  and  165  tons  of  non- 
sterile  grapefruit  juice  were  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom.     In  19^5-^6 
the  United  K-ngdom  again  took  about  880  tons  of  non-sterile  orange  juice 
as  well  :as  an  estimated  khO  tons  of  sterile  orange  juice.     In  January  ljkb 
one  flash  pasteurizing  plant  was  in  operation,  but  eight  such  plants  were 
reported  on  order,  which  would  increase  the  Palestine  industry's  capacity 
to  produce  sterile  juice  to  2,200  to  3,300  short  tons.  - 

Note:  A  more  complete  discussion' of  the  Palestine  citrus  situation  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 

BRAZIL-NUT  PRODUCTION 
LARGER ■ THAN  EXPECTED 


Brazil-nut  production  in  the 'Amazon  Basin  of  Brazil,  on  the  basis  of 
the  I9J+6  preliminary  estimate,  is  31,300  short  tons  (revised),  unshelled 
basis,  compared  with  6,800  tons  in  19^5.    This  estimate,  which  exceeds  the 
earlier  forecasts  by  27  percent,  is  90  percent  above.-  the  5-year  (±Stk0-kk) 


average  of  lb, 500  tons,  and  only  12  percent  above  th 
erage  of  27,900  tons. 


10-year  (1935-1+4)  av- 


BRAZIL  NUTS:    Estimated  commercial  production 
in  specified  countries,  19^6  with  comparisons 
(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

[  Brazil 

Short  tons 

Average  - 

1935-M*   

27,900 

19^0-^4   

16,500 

19^2   

Ik,  500 

19^3   

3,600 

19M+  

3,300 

19^5  

6,800 

19^6  

31,300 

Bolivia 


Short  tons 

3,100 

2,600 
1,700 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total 


Short  tons 

31,000 
19,100 
16,200 

3,600 

3,300 

6,600 
31,300 


Compiled  from  trade  and  off  cial  sources. 

The  largo  increase  in  19^6  production  is  rather  surprising,  in  view 
of  the  difficulties  in  reestablishing  the  trade  which  had  almost  stopped 
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during  the  war.    Exporters  also  appear  to  be  optimistic  as  to  the  probable 
collection  of  nuts  during  the  1947  season,  and  the  feeling  is  that  even  a 
larger  tonnage  of  nuts  will  come  out  of  the  Jungle  than  during  194$. 

Both  in  Belem  and  Manoas,  the  market  was  very  active  during  the  entire 
season.    From  January  to  August  31,  5,770  short  tons  of  unshelled  nuts  and 
2,640  tons  of  shelled  nuts  were  exported  from  Belem,  the  bulk  of  which  went 
to  the, United  States,  followed  by  Canada,  Mexico,  and  New  Zealand.  Shipments 
were  also  made  to  southern  Brazil.    Export  data  for  Manoas  are  unavailable  at 
this  time. 

On  November  1  it  was  estimated  that  99  tons  of  shelled  nuts  and  55  tons 
of  unshelled  nuts  in  Belem  and  99  tons  of  shelled  nuts  in  Manoas  remained  in 
the  hands  of  exporters.    An  unknown  quantity,  which  is  not  thought  to  be  impor- 
tant as  the  season  is  over,  re.na  ns  in  the  hands  of  collectors  and  trading 
posts.    Stocks  on  hand  are  all  reported  contracted  for  and  awaiting  shipment. 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  of  Brazil  nuts, 
 1946-47  with  comparisons 


Year  a/ 

Shelled 

Unshelled 

Other 

Other 

Brazil 

countries 

Total 

:  Brazil 

countries 

Total 

Short 

Short 

Short 

,  Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

:  tons 

Average  - 

1935-36  to  1939-40 
l94o-4l  to  1944-45 
1945-46   

:  4,346 

'  3,013 
3,054 

904 

67  • 
109  : 
1 

4,413 
3,122 

3,055 
904 

9,703 
.  5,333 

2,142 

:      217  . 
7 
0 

9,920 
5,340 

2,142 
3,7^7 

1946-47  c/   

0 

3,747 

:  0 

______        ______  —  rr,~r~  ; — 

Compiled  from  official  records  of"  the  "Bureau  of  Census, 
a/  Crop  years,  July -June,     b/  Less  than  one -half  ton.     c/  Two  months, 
July -August  1946. 


Since  the  resumption  of  exportation  late  in  1945,  prices  are  well  above 
prewar  levels.     In  January,  1 .o.b.  Belem  prices  for  shelled  nuts  varied  be- 
tween 58  and  62  United  States  cents  per  pound  and  unshelled  from  18  to  19-l/2 
cents,  but  prices  gradually  declined  during  the  next  few  months  to  55  to  60 
cents  for  shelled  nuts  and  17  to  l8-l/2  cents  for  unshelled  nuts.    By  June  when 
the  bulk  of  the  harvest, was  completed  and  heavy  contracts  were  made  for  ex- 
port, prices  climbed  back  to  58  to  60  cents  for  shelled,  and  20  to  27  cents  for 
unshelled  nuts.     Late  in  October  the  shelled-nut  price  had  reached  60  to 
63  cents  and  unshelled,  25  to  27  cents  per  pound.    Exporters  attribute  the 
weaker  prices  for  shelled  nuts  as  compared  with  unshelled  to  a  report  cir- 
culating in  the  Amazon  that  large  stocks  of  other  shelled  nuts  were  now  in 
the  United  States. 

Since  collection  of  nuts  will  not  start  until  December  and  new-crop  nuts 
will  not  reach  Belem  and  Manoas  in  volume  until  January,  no  forecast  of  1947 
production  can  be  made  now.    Yet  exporters  are  optimistic  as  to  the  output  and 
should  prewar  production  levels  be  attained,  prices  are  expected  to  weaken 
during  1947'.-. 
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LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

VENEZUELA  RESTRICTS 
POULTRY  IMPORTS 

Venezuelans  who  wish  to  import  poultry  and  hatching  eggs  are  now  re- 
quired to  obtain  prior  permits  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Live- 
stock.   This  requirement  was  established  by  a  Resolution  of  September  5, 
1946,  which  provided  a  number  of  health  regulations  for  the  poultry  industry. 

Authorized  shipments,  many  of  which  originate  In  the  United  States t 
must  have  sanitary  certificates  issued  by  an  appropriate  authority  in  the 
exporting  country.    Hens  and  pullets  more  than  1  month  old  must  be  free  of 
tuberculosis  and  pullorosis,  and  be  vaccinated  for  several  other  fowl  dis- 
eases.   Baby  chictcs  and  hatching  eggs  need  only  be  derived  from  hens  free  of 
pullorosis . 

COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBERS 

WEEKLY  COTTON  PRICES 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 


COTTON:     Spot  prices  of  certain  foreign  growths 
and  qualities  in  specific  markets 


Price  in 

Equivalent 

Market  location,  • 

Date 

Unit  of 

Unit  of  : 

foreign 

U.  S. cents 

kind,  and  quality 

19^6 

weight 

currency, 

currency 

per  pound 

Alexandria 

Kan tar 

Ashmouni,  F.G.F.     .  . 

11-7 

99.05  lbs. 

Tallari  ! 

41.25 

34.41 

Giza  7,  Good  .... 

11-7 

.9.05  lbs. 

Tallari  : 

44.5- 

37-13 

Kamak,  Good  .... 

11-7 

>9.05  lbs. 

Tallari  ; 

45.25 

37.76 

Bombay 

Candy 

Jarila,  fine  .... 

11-7 

764  lbs. 

Rupee 

450.00 

17.31 

Broach,  fine  .... 

11-7 

784  lbs. 

Rupee 

54o.OO 

21.08' 

Punjab  American  289- 

f  ine   

11-7 

784  lbs. 

Rupee 

626.00 

24.16 

Sind  American,  fine  . 

11-7 

784  lbs. 

Rupee 

588.O j 

22.62 

Kampala,  East  African 

11-7 

784  lbs. 

Rupee 

650,0 j 

•  32.69 

Buenos  Aires 

11-9 

Metric-  ton 

Type  B   

2204.6  lbs. 

Peso 

2110.00 

28.50 

Lima 

Sp . qu  intal 

Tanguis,  Type  5  .   .  . 

;ll-9 

101.4  lbs. 

Sol 

162.00 

24.58 

Recife 

Arroba 

Mata,  Type  5  .... 

ai-8 

33.07  lbs. 

Cruzeiro 

i  130. Oo 

21.25 

Sertao,  Type  5  ... 

.11-8 

33.07  lbs. 

Cruzeiro 

:  13^.00 

21.25 

Sao  Paulo 

Arroba 

j  142.50 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5  •  • 

33.07  lbs. 

Cruzeiro 

23.29 

Torre on 

Sp .quintal 

Middling,  L5/16"     .  . 

11-6 

101.4  lbs. 

Peso 

!  146.75 

30.20 

Compiled  from  weekly  cables  from  representatives  abroad. 
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GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS  '(corft) 
ARGENTINA  SETS  GROWERS' 

BASIC  PRICE  FOR  WHEAT  .:  ,  y. 

The  Argentine  Government  has  announced  the  basic  price  to  wheat  pro- 
ducers for  the  ■  19kG-k^  'crop  at  17-'pes-osi  per  .  .ICQ.  k.ilogra?ris,. ■,($!.  3  b  per.  'bushel). 
This  price ,  -while  large r>  than  the  ba.sicra.te- set  at  the  - beginning  of  the 
present  crop' sea's  on,  is  less  than  -the-; ;  "total,  price  paid  since  April  ,19,4  6 , 
when  a  -delivery- 'bonus  was  added  to.  the- basic  price -.  .Added  to  the-  original 
rate  of  15  pesos  ($1.22  per  bushel),  the  bonus  brought  the  price  up  to  $1/62 
per  bushel.  '  Although  originally  -paid  only  for-  19^5-46:.. crop-  wheat since 
September  4  the  bonus  has  applied  to  all  wheat-  marketed.-  - . ....  . 

'According  ■  to  the -terms  of  -the- new  order  the  announced,  price  of  .$1.38 
will  apply  Only  •  on  the  first  "300  metric  :ions.  (about  lJ^OOO  bushels)  marketed 
by  each  grower,  with  marketings  above  that  amount  at  the  rate  of  $1.22  per 
bushel.     The  basic  price  is  for  standard  weight  Grade  2  grain  on  lighters 
or  cars  in  the  port  of  Buenos  <-Aires..  .*"  ■/-'  ' 

No  change  in  the  subsidized  price  to  mills  for  domestic- -use  ha-s  .been...... 

announced.    The  rate  to  mills  was  increased,  to  12  pesos  per  190  kilograms  . 
(97  cents  per  bushel)  in  April  when  the  bonus  first  went   into   effect'.  "  The' 
export  price  has  been  35  pesos  ($2 .8k  -  per  '-bushel)  since  late-May. 

■  The-  '  19k6-kj  harvest  of  small' grains  has  begun  in  northern  areas,  and 
yield- prospects,  are  generally, good,'  according  t.o>late  reports...  Some  black 
stem  rust  infestation  has-been  reported  .in  the  more  advanced  wheat 'fields . 
In  view  of  the  advanced  stage  of  development^  however,  little  damage , seems . 
likely  unless  the  weather  favors  spreading,  of  the  rust.  .  - 

In 'the  southern -areas,  where  the  crop  is  less  advanced,,  some  frost' 
damage  to  wheat  and  barley  has  been  reported.    Frosts  occurring  in  'northern 
areas,  especially  in  Santa  F;e  and  northern  Cordoba,  are  believed  to.  have 
caused  little  damage.-  '  ..    * ....     1  ■  , 

An  early  sea-son  threat •  of  grasshopper  damage,  has  not  materialized. to  any 
extent  as-  yet,  and  latest  reports  are;  more  optimistic.     The  cold  rainy.." 
weather  during  mid-October  reduced  and  dispersed  -the.  adult  grasshoppers,^  ' 
destroyed  eggs,  and  delayed  hatchings-,  according -to  reports. 

VENEZUELA  FIXES  NEW  -.    •      ...  . 

MINIMUM  PRICE  FOR   .CORN  .,>;.  U.    i ..:  }  .  ..    •  '     .         .  ... 

Tlie 'Venezuelan- Government. ha§;  announced  .  the  iminimum  price  for  which  it 
will  buy  the  current  corn-' crop,-  harvest  of  which  began  in  October.  '  Price's 
vary  considerably  in.  the  different  areas  of  the  country,  but  are  reported  to 
average  about  k-0  percent -higher  than,  the  prices  previously  set.     The 'new  price 
in  equivalent  United  States  terms,  range, from  ol  cents  to  $1. 59 ' per'  bushel  in 
different  areas  of  the  country.    Administration,  of  the  act  provides  .that  pur- 
chases will  not  be -made  in  excess -of  an  .'individual  producer '.s  harvest. 


